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RECTORS' FORUM NEWSLETTER,  

22 January 2025 
 
HORIZON CALLS 
     
EIT Food – RisingFoodStars 
  Call website   
Deadline:  21. 2. 2025   

Description: 

RisingFoodStars identifies the most promising aspiring Agrifood and FoodTech scale-ups and boosts their 
chances of business success. It accompanies you in your scaling journey, all the way from mission 
crystallisation and communication, definition and implementation of strategic priorities, investment and Go-
To-Market readiness, leadership skills upgrade, access to the right partners, and much more! 
 
Why join the programme? 
EIT Food offers you an all-encompassing program granting you access to everything you need to 
successfully shape and implement your bespoke growth journey:  

1. ScaleUp Scan: Diagnose your company´s strengths and shortcomings and identify your strategic 
priorities. 

2. Funding: Find the right funding opportunities through our own EIT Food Impact Fund and our 
network of investors. 

3. Partnership building: identify and connect with the right corporate partners to widen your market 
access and commercial reach. 

4. Spotlight: get privileged access to leading corporates and investors via the biggest pan-European 
conferences and by highlighting your success story in our media channels. 

  

Budget:  -   
 
OTHER CALLS 
 
IMCAP-2025-INFOME – support for information measures relating to the common agricultural policy 
  Call website   
Deadline:  23. 1. 2025   

Description: 

The Directorate-General for Agriculture and Rural Development invites proposals for support for information 
measures relating to the reformed common agricultural policy. This aims to build trust within the EU and 
amongst all citizens, farmers and non-farmers alike and to promote information about the common 
agricultural policy. 
 
The focus should be on addressing misperceptions and disinformation about European agriculture and the 
CAP, using facts and backed up with data with a view to raising public awareness on the relevance of EU 
support to agriculture and rural development. 
 
Activities may include the following:  

• production and distribution of print, multimedia or audiovisual material; 
• web and social media outreach activities; 
• media events; 
• conferences, seminars and workshops; 
• studies on CAP-related issues if required to support the implementation of the information 

measures. 

  

Budget:  MIN: 125.000 EUR; MAX: 500.000 EUR   
 
Call for innovative projects 
  Call website   
Deadline:  24. 1. 2025   

Description: 

SMARTIES for SMEs - Pills of Sustainable, Smart, Regenerative Tourism to Empower SMEs in the EU 
Mediterranean area is a project co-funded by the COSME Program of the European Union. Its general 
objective is supporting tourism SMEs in the green and digital transition and promoting innovation, resilience, 
sustainability and quality of their tourism offer. 
  
The call will focus on:  

• Green and digital transformation 
• Regenerative tourism 
• Synergy between tourism and the agri-food ecosystem, especially linked to the valorization of the 

Mediterranean Diet 

  

Budget:  MAX: 25.000 EUR   
   
 

https://www.eitfood.eu/entrepreneurship/scale-risingfoodstars
https://sbra.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e6e6edab27aee286b10f651f9&id=0c95479449&e=03c94cb333
https://sbra.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e6e6edab27aee286b10f651f9&id=e64916fbc4&e=03c94cb333
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European Charlemagne Youth Prize 
  Call website   
Deadline:  30. 1. 2025   

Description: The award is given to youth-led projects that foster democracy, promote active citizenship and bring 
communities together.   

Budget:  MIN: 2.500 EUR; MAX: 5.000 EUR   
 
Open call for Associated Regions 
  Call website   
Deadline:  31. 1. 2025   

Description: 

The SpongeWorks project aims to enhance regional water retention through sustainable solutions. This 
open call invites regions to transfer knowledge from the project, develop action plans and strategies for 
replicating sponge measures, and contribute to ecosystem restoration and water retention at the landscape 
scale. 
Selected regions will benefit from expertise and tools to implement these strategies and share their 
experiences on the SpongeWorks platform.  

  

Budget:  MAX 100.000 EUR   
 
Legal Research Programme 
  Call website   
Deadline:  9. 2. 2025   

Description: 

The ECB is seeking applications from established scholars or promising early career researchers for the 
award of one or more scholarships to conduct legal research and publish an article on one of the eligible 
topics. 
 
Those topics are:  

1. Are national legislators obliged to show consideration for supervisory tasks and powers of the 
ECB?  

2. EU legal tender and national contract law 
3. General presumption of confidentiality in public access applicable to documents contained in a 

supervisory file 
4. Supervisory Independence after CRD VI 
5. Legal Dimension of Climate and Nature Data 
6. Legal basis of Union acts on banking regulation – a shift towards uniform rules? 
7. State Aid and Banks in Distress (but not in resolution) 
8. Central bank money settlement of wholesale transactions on innovative technology platforms and 

interlinking of faster payment platforms for retail cross-border payments: Core legal issues 

  

Budget:  MAX: 5.000 EUR   
   
CyberSecDoma - Open call 
  Call website   
Deadline:  10. 2. 2025   

Description: 

CyberSecDome invites applications to their call to engage cross-sector and cross-border third parties to 
accelerate the integration of advanced security solutions into digital systems and infrastructures. 
Participants in the call will play a critical role in shaping the development of the CyberSecDome platform and 
its applications for cybersecurity across Europe. 

  

Budget:  MAX: 120.000 EUR   
  
Call for pre proposals 
  Call website   
Deadline:  17. 2. 2025   

Description: 

This call focuses on two areas: evaluating agroecology's long-term performance across environmental, 
economic, and social dimensions, and transforming value chains and policies to support this transition. 
Proposals should use a multi-actor, co-creation approach, including Living Labs, to drive innovation in both 
conventional and organic farming systems. 

  

Budget:  --   
  
International travel FSTP 
  Call website   
Deadline:  19. 2. 2025   

Description: 

The European Innovation Council and Small and Medium-sized Enterprises Executive Agency invites 
applications for its international travel FSTP call. This provides financial support to European SMEs, start-
ups and very-small businesses (VSBs) working in the mobility, transport and automotive (MTA) ecosystem, 
so they can participate in internationalisation acceleration activities organised in non-EU third countries. 

  

Budget:  MAX: 2.000 EUR   
  
 
 

https://sbra.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e6e6edab27aee286b10f651f9&id=d0f08819ad&e=03c94cb333
https://sbra.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e6e6edab27aee286b10f651f9&id=d0f08819ad&e=03c94cb333
https://sbra.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e6e6edab27aee286b10f651f9&id=30175630ab&e=03c94cb333
https://sbra.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e6e6edab27aee286b10f651f9&id=700b98f721&e=03c94cb333
https://sbra.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e6e6edab27aee286b10f651f9&id=49fd9f754a&e=03c94cb333
https://sbra.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e6e6edab27aee286b10f651f9&id=2461199d71&e=03c94cb333
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Accelerator programme 
  Call website   
Deadline:  13. 3. 2025   

Description: 

This supports the implementation and sustainability of citizen science projects addressing the IMPETUS 
challenge. New and ongoing projects which focus on either of the following challenges are sought:  

• Citizen Science to Support Circular Communities 
• Citizen Science for a Fair and Just Society 

 
Two grant types are available:  

• Kickstarting grants: If you are starting or have recently established a new project, you can apply 
for a kickstarting grant. Successful applicants will receive €20,000, mentoring and training support 
to help establish your initiative for seven months. 

• Sustaining grants: If your project is ongoing, you can apply for a sustaining grant; successful 
applicants will receive €10,000, mentoring, and training support for seven months. 
 

Successful applicants will be expected to design, implement and present the findings from a related citizen 
science projects over the course of seven months, and actively engage in the IMPETUS Accelerator, 
including mentoring, networking, and training sessions. 

  

Budget:  MAX: 20.000 EUR   
   
DIGITAL-ECCC-2024-DEPLOY-CYBER-07 - Deployment actions in the area of cybersecurity 
  Call website   
Deadline:  27. 3. 2025   

Description: 

The call aims to create or strengthen National SOCs, in particular with state-of-the-art tools for monitoring, 
understanding and proactively managing cyber events, in close collaboration with relevant entities. 
 
The areas of actions are as follows:  

• DIGITAL-ECCC-2024-DEPLOY-CYBER-07-SOC - National SOCs; 
• DIGITAL-ECCC-2024-DEPLOY-CYBER-07-SOCPLAT – Enlarging existing or Launching New 

Cross-Border SOC Platforms; 
• DIGITAL-ECCC-2024-DEPLOY-CYBER-07-SOCSYS – Strengthening the SOC Ecosystem; 
• DIGITAL-ECCC-2024-DEPLOY-CYBER-07-KEYTECH – Development and Deployment of 

Advanced Key Technologies; 
• DIGITAL-ECCC-2024-DEPLOY-CYBER-07-LARGEOPER - Preparedness Support and Mutual 

Assistance, Targeting Larger Industrial Operations and Installations; 
• DIGITAL-ECCC-2024-DEPLOY-CYBER-07-CYBERSEC-02 – Support for Implementation of EU 

Legislation on Cybersecurity and National Cybersecurity Strategies (2024). 

  

Budget:  MIN: 1.000.000 EUR; MAX: 5.000.000 EUR   
   
Call for associated regions 
  Call website   
Deadline:  31. 3. 2025   

Description: 

This supports associated regions to develop roadmaps for the implementation of nature-based solutions for 
remediation and protection of natural lakes. Associated regions are expected to have access to a natural 
lake with similar problems (e.g. pollution, decreasing biodiversity etc.) with the ProCleanLakes 
Demonstration sites to be able to adopt and replicate solutions developed in ProCleanLakes.  

  

Budget:  MAX: 100.000 EUR   
 
Green Hydrogen as a Sustainable Energy Source 
  Call website   
Deadline:  30. 5 2025   

Description: 

This Invitation to Tender invites proposals for feasibility studies for services that explore innovative uses of 
space technology to advance green hydrogen as a sustainable energy source. This study aims to leverage 
satellite communication (SatCom), satellite Earth observation (SatEO), and satellite navigation (SatNav) to 
support green hydrogen production, storage, and distribution. 
 
The focus is on evaluating practical applications of green hydrogen across multiple sectors, including:  

• Energy 
• Transportation 
• Maritime 
• Smart cities  

  

Budget:  MAX: 200.000 EUR   
   
 
 
 

https://sbra.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e6e6edab27aee286b10f651f9&id=e9bc4e604f&e=03c94cb333
https://sbra.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e6e6edab27aee286b10f651f9&id=abbc6e5fca&e=03c94cb333
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/competitive-calls-cs/9681?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=startDate&isExactMatch=true&status=31094502
https://sbra.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e6e6edab27aee286b10f651f9&id=5ffa181e25&e=03c94cb333
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TENDER CALLS 
 
TENDER - Citizenship education in initial vocational education and training 
  Call website   
Deadline:  10. 2. 2025   

Description: 

The purpose of this contract is to conduct a scientific study on different strategies to increase vaccination 
uptake in older age groups. This study is aimed to identify and assess factors that national immunisation 
programmes in the EU/EEA Member States can take into account to design effective adult vaccination 
programmes and increase uptake in this population. The results are expected to help inform policy-makers 
and immunisation programme managers on programmatic and communications-related aspects needed to 
strengthen their efforts. 

  

Budget: --   
 
TENDER - ESPRE (Expert Support Platform for Resilience), 2025-2029 
  Call website   
Deadline:  7. 4. 2025   

Description: 

CYSSDE aims to collaborate with up to 10 selected penetration testing organizations to execute a minimum 
of 100 penetration tests and vulnerability assessments for essential service operators, SMEs, and other 
entities. The focus will be on critical infrastructure, with lessons learned adapted to support essential 
operators and SMEs. 

  

Budget: MAX: 200.000 EUR   
 
 
 
 
 

 

EVENTS 
TYNDP 2024: Draft Hydrogen Infrastructure Gaps Identification Report 
Brussels/Online, January 15, 2025 
More information here 
 
Deep Dive - Cooperation with policy makers and other actors to implement Missions 
Online, January 22, 2025 
More information here 
 
Hyvolution: A World of Hydrogen 
Paris, January 28 - 30, 2025 
More information here 
 
JRC book launch: Loneliness in Europe - Determinants, Risks and Interventions 
Ispra (Italy)/Online, February 7, 2025 
More information here 
 
First EP PerMed Conference on Personalised Medicine Research 
Berlin, February 11 - 12, 2025 
More information here 
 
RTR Conference 
Brussels, February 11 - 13, 2025 
More information here 
 
Research Fund for Coal and Steel: Big Tickets call 2025 Info Day 
Brussels, February 19, 2025 
More information here 
 
Horizon Implementation Day: Finding opportunities and submitting a proposal in Horizon Europe 
Online, March 13, 2025 
More information here 
 
Horizon Implementation Day: Grant Agreement Preparation in Horizon Europe 
Online, March 20, 2025 
More information here  
 
Lump Sum Funding in Horizon Europe: How does it work? How to write a proposal? 
Online, March 27, 2025 
More information here  
 
  

https://ted.europa.eu/en/notice/-/detail/780467-2024
https://cyssde-pentesting-open-call.fundingbox.com/
https://www.entsog.eu/entsogs-tyndp-2024-infrastructure-gaps-identification-report-presentation-discussion-event
https://horizoneuropencpportal.eu/stage/deep-dive-cooperation-policy-makers-and-other-actors-implement-missions
https://paris.hyvolution.com/en
https://joint-research-centre.ec.europa.eu/loneliness-events/jrc-book-launch-loneliness-europe-determinants-risks-and-interventions-2025-02-07_en
https://www.eppermed.eu/news-events/news/save-the-date-ep-permed-conference-on-11-12-february-2025/
https://rtrconference.eu/
https://rea.ec.europa.eu/events/research-fund-coal-and-steel-big-tickets-call-2025-info-day-2025-02-19_en
https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/docs/h2020-funding-guide/other/event250313.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/docs/h2020-funding-guide/other/event250320.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/docs/h2020-funding-guide/other/event250327.htm
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Horizon Implementation Day: Grant Management in Horizon Europe 
Online, April 3, 2025 
More information here 
 
Conference on Results from Road Transport Research 2025 
Brussels, February 11 – 13, 2025  
Conference registration 
 
European Ocean Days 2025 
Brussels, March 3 – 7, 2025 
More information and registration here 
 
European Project Hexa-X-II - The latest advancements in the field of 6G technologies, sustainability, and global 
cooperation 
Online, February 11-12, 2025 
More information and registration here 

 

OTHER NEWS 
1. Global Health EDCTP3 Partnership: Work programme 2025 published 
The Horizon Europe Global Health European Developing Countries Clinical Trials Partnership 3 has just published its work 
programme for 2025. The total budget of EUR 214 million represents a substantial budget increase compared to previous years 
(EUR 140 million in 2024) and covers four calls for proposals which will open in late January 2025. These funds will support 
collaborative research projects, clinical trials and fellowships in areas such as vaccine and therapeutics development for 
tuberculosis, malaria and neglected tropical diseases. 

• More information here. 
 
2. Driving Urban Transitions Partnership: Stakeholder consultation on 2025/2026 calls 
The European Partnership "Driving Urban Transitions" (DUT) invites interested stakeholders to help shape the partnership's 
upcoming calls for proposals for 2025 and 2026 by participating in an online survey. 
The consultation is structured along the three thematic areas (so-called ‘Transition Pathways’) of the DUT partnership: 

• Circular Urban Economy (CUE) on urban circularity and greening 
• Positive Energy Districts (PED) on urban energy transitions 
• 15-minute City (15mC) on urban mobility transitions 

 
The survey should take about 15 minutes to complete and is open until 19 January 2025. 

• More information here 
 
3. REMINDER: feedback for the push and pull factors that made researchers decide to have geographical mobility. 
In the frame of ERA Talent project we organize a survey to collect feedback for the push and pull factors that made researchers 
decide to have geographical mobility.The survey is focusing on researchers moved within or outside ERA and researchers 
moved to ERA. 

• The link to the survey is https://forms.office.com/e/D5NmMQb3EC 
 
4. Sustainable Blue Economy Partnership: new SRIA published 
At the end of 2024, the European Sustainable Blue Economy Partnership presented its Strategic Research and Innovation 
Agenda (SRIA) for the period 2024-2026. The SRIA lists the following priorities: 

• A blue economy in harmony with nature. 
• Blue economy solutions towards climate neutrality. 
• A thriving blue economy for the people. 

 
5. Circular Bio-based Europe Partnership: Work programme 2025 published 
The European Partnership "Circular Bio-based Europe Joint Undertaking" (CBE JU) has published its work programme for 
2025. This includes the partnership's upcoming call for proposals, which comprises 13 topics and a budget of EUR 165 million. 
The call is expected to open at the beginning of April, with a deadline for the submission of proposals on 17 September 2025. An 
information day on the call will take place on 3 April 2025 in Brussels (on-site). 

• More information here 
 
 

  

https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/docs/h2020-funding-guide/other/event250403.htm
https://rtrconference.eu/
https://maritime-forum.ec.europa.eu/theme/governance/european-ocean-days_en
https://hexa-x-ii.eu/6g-series-workshop-by-hexa-x-ii/
https://intranetul.uni-lj.si/evropskiprojekti/RazpisiEU/SiteAssets/HORIZON%20EUROPE%20-%20Work%20programme%202025%20-%20HEALTH.pdf
https://www.global-health-edctp3.europa.eu/document/download/a8679719-555a-43c6-8014-22bc7ec3be5c_en?filename=EDCTP3_Annual_Work%20Programme_2025.pdf
https://dutpartnership.eu/news/dut-calls-2025-2026-stakeholder-consultation/
https://forms.office.com/e/D5NmMQb3EC
https://bluepartnership.eu/
https://bluepartnership.eu/sites/bluepartnership.eu/files/documents/2024-12/sustainable_blue_economy_partnership_strategic_research_and_innovation_agenda_2024.pdf
https://bluepartnership.eu/sites/bluepartnership.eu/files/documents/2024-12/sustainable_blue_economy_partnership_strategic_research_and_innovation_agenda_2024.pdf
https://www.cbe.europa.eu/open-calls-proposals
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PUBLISHED PLANS AND PUBLIC CONSULTATIONS 

 
European Commission published plans (calls for evidence) areas of European policy:  

• Public procurement directives - evaluation  
• EU rules on medical devices and in vitro diagnostics – targeted evaluation 

 
The European Commission has opened public consultations in the following areas: 

• State aid in the aviation sector - Commission guidelines on airports and airlines (revision)  
• Ecodesign - electronic displays (review of requirements) 

 

PUBLICATIONS 

• Opinion of the partnership knowledge hub on European partnerships under the future EU Framework Programme - 
FP10 

• European business statistics compiler's manual for international trade in goods statistics 
• Smart digital systems for better safety and health at work 
• Second interim evaluation of the European Union Observatory for Nanomaterials (EUON) 
• Workshop on the future of the EU fishing fleet 
• Women and men in decision making 
• Applicants with diverse sexual orientations, gender identities, gender expressions and sex characteristics 
• Data wrangling 
• Gender stereotype: Eurobarometer report 
• Integrated regulatory strategy: Past successes and future outlook 
• Broadening the scope of risk sharing through a European backstop for natural catastrophes 
• Financing the transition? Taking the temperature of European banks' corporate loan books 
• Leveraging legitimacy: How the EU's most threatening criminal networks abuse legal business structures 
• KEN Brief - Democracy and Lobbying 

 
 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/14427-Public-procurement-directives-evaluation_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/14155-EU-rules-on-medical-devices-and-in-vitro-diagnostics-targeted-evaluation_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/13915-State-aid-in-the-aviation-sector-Commission-guidelines-on-airports-and-airlines-revision-_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/13859-Ecodesign-electronic-displays-review-of-requirements-_en
https://sbra.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e6e6edab27aee286b10f651f9&id=9a3e9120c8&e=03c94cb333
https://sbra.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e6e6edab27aee286b10f651f9&id=9a3e9120c8&e=03c94cb333
https://sbra.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e6e6edab27aee286b10f651f9&id=f3aa1f424f&e=03c94cb333
https://sbra.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e6e6edab27aee286b10f651f9&id=8dbf11d117&e=03c94cb333
https://sbra.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e6e6edab27aee286b10f651f9&id=048014565f&e=03c94cb333
https://sbra.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e6e6edab27aee286b10f651f9&id=ab573e603e&e=03c94cb333
https://sbra.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e6e6edab27aee286b10f651f9&id=6bef8b2f35&e=03c94cb333
https://sbra.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e6e6edab27aee286b10f651f9&id=e57a9eaeca&e=03c94cb333
https://sbra.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e6e6edab27aee286b10f651f9&id=b34a6a53e8&e=03c94cb333
https://sbra.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e6e6edab27aee286b10f651f9&id=c4d649c82d&e=03c94cb333
https://sbra.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e6e6edab27aee286b10f651f9&id=b4390727c0&e=03c94cb333
https://sbra.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e6e6edab27aee286b10f651f9&id=82d7b75393&e=03c94cb333
https://sbra.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e6e6edab27aee286b10f651f9&id=99c1484a53&e=03c94cb333
https://sbra.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e6e6edab27aee286b10f651f9&id=ca9118a19e&e=03c94cb333
https://www.sbra.be/sites/default/files/KEN%20Brief%2C%20No.%201%20-%20Democracy%20and%20Lobbying.pdf

