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RECTORS' FORUM NEWSLETTER,  
30 June 2025 

 

HORIZON CALLS  
     

Lump Sum Micro - Grants  
  Call website   
Deadline:  14. 7. 2025   

Description: 

SoilTribes Micro-Grants for Members of the CoP aims to enhance soil literacy and promote sustainable 
practices through financial support to members of the SoilTribes Community of Practice (CoP). This initiative 
fosters collaboration across various sectors to address soil degradation. 
 
Type of projects to be funded: Projects should contribute to the Community's benefit and align with one or 
more pillars of the SoilTribes CoP (Academy, Business, Government, Society, or Environment). Eligible 
activities include participation in conferences, training courses, acquisition of advisory services, and other 
educational or engagement activities. Sectors / domain: The initiative focuses on soil literacy and 
sustainable soil management. 

  

Budget:  MAX: 750 EUR   
 
EIT Digital2025 — Design of the Master Programme 
  Call website   
Deadline:  14. 8. 2025   

Description: 

We are seeking strong and motivated university partners to help us develop a Master’s programme focused 
on Business Excellence. 
The programme will address Europe’s strategic need for digital transformation by combining:  

1. Academic excellence in business, technology, and innovation. 
2. Entrepreneurial learning rooted in real-world industry challenges. 
3. Mobility across European institutions. 
4. Deep integration of EIT Digital’s Innovation & Entrepreneurship (I&E) framework. 

  

Budget: MAX: 100.000 EUR   
 
Strategic Innovation Open Call 
  Call website   
Deadline:  23. 9. 2025   

Description: 

EIT Urban Mobility invites innovators from across Europe to submit a proposal to its Strategic Innovation 
Open Call, designed to accelerate the deployment of impactful solutions that address the most pressing 
challenges in urban mobility. 
The call focuses on supporting ambitious, market-critical projects that tackle clearly defined problems faced 
by cities, public authorities, and mobility providers in the following sectors of: Urban logistics, Public 
transport, Mobility data management, Electrification of transport and alternative fuels, and Health and 
mobility 

  

Budget: MAX: 2.000.000 EUR   
 
HORIZON-CL3-2025-02-CS-ECCC - Increased Cybersecurity 
  Call website   
Deadline:  12. 11. 2025   

Description: 

Proposals for topics under this Destination should set out a credible pathway contributing to the following 
impact of the Strategic Plan 2025-2027: "Increased cybersecurity and a more secure online environment by 
developing and using effectively EU and Member States' capabilities in digital technologies supporting 
protection of data and networks aspiring to technological sovereignty in this field, while respecting privacy 
and other fundamental rights; this should contribute to secure services, processes and products, as well as 
to robust digital infrastructures capable to resist and counter cyber-attacks and hybrid threats". 
 
Funding is available under the following topics:  

• HORIZON-CL3-2025-02-CS-ECCC-01: Generative AI for Cybersecurity applications. 
• HORIZON-CL3-2025-02-CS-ECCC-02: New advanced tools and processes for Operational 

Cybersecurity. 
• HORIZON-CL3-2025-02-CS-ECCC-03: Privacy Enhancing Technologies. 
• HORIZON-CL3-2025-02-CS-ECCC-04: Security evaluations of Post-Quantum Cryptography 

(PQC) primitives. 
• HORIZON-CL3-2025-02-CS-ECCC-05: Security of implementations of PostQuantum 

Cryptography algorithms. 
• HORIZON-CL3-2025-02-CS-ECCC-06: Integration of Post-Quantum Cryptography (PQC) 

algorithms into high-level protocols. 

  

Budget: MIN: 1.000.000 EUR; MAX: 14.000.000 EUR   

https://sbra.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e6e6edab27aee286b10f651f9&id=081c490d67&e=03c94cb333
https://sbra.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e6e6edab27aee286b10f651f9&id=83d73c5623&e=03c94cb333
https://sbra.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e6e6edab27aee286b10f651f9&id=0e59b1a0fe&e=03c94cb333
https://sbra.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e6e6edab27aee286b10f651f9&id=9459f518b5&e=03c94cb333
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OTHER CALLS 
 
CERV-2025-CITIZENS-REM - Call for proposals on European remembrance 
  Call website   
Deadline:  1. 10. 2025   

Description: 

This supports projects aimed at commemorating defining events in modern European history of the 20th 
century, including the causes and consequences of authoritarian and totalitarian regimes, slavery and 
colonialism, and the Holocaust, and at raising awareness among European citizens, of their common 
history, culture, cultural heritage and values, thereby enhancing their understanding of the Union, its origins, 
purpose, diversity and achievements and of the importance of mutual understanding and tolerance. Gender 
mainstreaming will be cross-cutting to all the priorities. Projects can be national or transnational. 
Transnational projects are particularly encouraged. 
 
The call covers the following topics representing 4 call priorities: 

• CERV-2025-CITIZENS-REM-TRANSITION (Topic 1) Democratic transition, (re-)building and 
strengthening society based on the rule of law, democracy and fundamental rights. 

• CERV-2025-CITIZENS-REM-HOLOCAUSTJEW (Topic 2) Strengthening the remembrance of the 
Holocaust against Jewish people. 

• CERV-2025-CITIZENS-REM-GENCRIME (Topic 3) Strengthening the remembrance of the 
Holocaust, genocides, war crimes and crimes against humanity to reinforce democracy in the EU. 

• CERV-2025-CITIZENS-REM-HISTMIGRATION (Topic 4) Migration, decolonisation, slavery and 
multicultural European societies. 

  

Budget: MIN: 50.000 EUR   
 
EuroHPC JU Call for Proposals for AI for Science and Collaborative EU Projects 
  Call website   
Deadline:  8. 8. 2025   

Description: 

The EuroHPC JU AI for Science and Collaborative EU Projects Access will support AI applications for 
science, with a focus on ethical Artificial Intelligence, Machine Learning, and cutting-edge foundation Models 
and Generative AI, including Large Language Models. This mode is intended for scientific research activities 
that rely on AI models as part of their research workflow. 
  
This access mode covers all types of scientific users (whether funded or not by national or European 
programmes), users from public sector, as well as industrial users participating in R&I projects funded by EU 
Programmes such Horizon Europe or the Digital Europe Programme. All other types of industrial users 
should target the AI for Industrial Innovation access mode. 

  

Budget: --   
 
DIGITAL-IRIS2-2025-QCI — European Quantum Communication Infrastructure 
  Call website   
Deadline:  16. 10. 2025   

Description: 

This call supports the EuroQCI’s development and deployment. The EuroQCI will provide an unprecedented 
way of securing communications and data, integrating innovative and secure quantum products and 
systems into conventional communication infrastructures, by enhancing them with an additional layer of 
security based on quantum physics. The EuroQCI will consist of a terrestrial component relying on new 
and/or existing fibre communication networks linking strategic sites at national and cross-border level, 
complemented by a space satellite component to cross-link and cover the entire EU. it will contribute to the 
security of the Union, it will ultimately use technologies developed and manufactured in the EU. 
 
The call covers the following topics:  

• DIGITAL-IRIS2-2025-QCI-01 – Maturing of a European industrial ecosystem for security-certified 
terrestrial QKD technologies and systems. 

• DIGITAL-IRIS2-2025-QCI-02 – Coordinate deployment for the EuroQCI (CSA). 
• DIGITAL-IRIS2-2025-QCI-03 – Support standardisation for the EuroQCI (CSA). 

  

Budget: MAX: 10.000.000 EUR   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://sbra.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e6e6edab27aee286b10f651f9&id=78577ecdd3&e=03c94cb333
https://sbra.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e6e6edab27aee286b10f651f9&id=5ec816736d&e=03c94cb333
https://sbra.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e6e6edab27aee286b10f651f9&id=c6e1bcdb6b&e=03c94cb333
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EUBA-EFSA-2025-BIOHAW-01 – Welfare monitoring: data driven risk assessment in fast and slower growing broilers 
(BROWARD) 
  Call website   
Deadline:  26. 11. 2025   

Description:: 

EFSA’s roadmap for action project “More Welfare: towards new risk assessment methodologies and 
harmonised animal welfare data in the EU” highlighted that there is currently insufficient quantitative data to 
compare welfare of farmed animals across the EU, define cut-off values for welfare indicators and effectively 
solve/reduce the occurrence of welfare issues on farm. Broiler chickens have been identified as a species to 
fill this gap with information on animal-based measures and its links to resource-based and management-
based measures. 
 
The objective of this call for proposals is to identify a consortium of EFSA Art 36 organizations (EC 
regulation 178/2002) that will fill in this gap of knowledge by achieving the following project outcomes:  

• Mapping and selection of ABMs and contextual data related to management and resource-based 
measures (MBMs and RBMs) for assessing on-farm welfare of broiler chickens using a developed 
protocol. 

• Conduct a field data collection of ABMs and contextual data on broiler chickens on farm, and at 
the slaughterhouses. 

• Development and establishment of a dataset with ABMs, RBMs and MBMs that can inform future 
risks assessments. 

• Conduct of experiments in fast- and slower-growing genotypes of broiler chickens as defined in 
EFSA AHAW Panel (2023)16 to investigate separately the impact of several interventions on 
stocking density, the provision of elevated structures, and dark brooders. 

  

Budget:  --   
 
TENDER CALLS 
 
TENDER - Ensuring EFSA’s readiness to address risk assessment needs related to food and feed innovation 
  Call website   
Deadline:  1. 9. 2025   

Description: 

The aim of this procurement procedure is to support EFSA in its readiness to address (short-/mid-term) risk 
assessment needs related to food and feed innovation. 
 
Specific objectives include:  

• Selection of priority food and feed innovation domains based on EFSA’s regulatory- science 
needs and real-world scientific/technological insight. 

• Mapping of stakeholders and scientific/technical expertise in the selected domains. 
• Design of actionable strategic blueprints to support EFSA’s readiness to address risk assessment 

needs linked to the selected domains. 

  

Budget:  MAX: 500.000 EUR   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

  

https://sbra.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e6e6edab27aee286b10f651f9&id=705c0790eb&e=03c94cb333
https://sbra.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e6e6edab27aee286b10f651f9&id=2a300e85c0&e=03c94cb333
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EVENTS 
Writing a Competitive MSCA Postdoctoral Fellowship Proposal: Insights from NCP and 
Alumni 
Online, July 02, 2025 
More information here 
 
Investors Dialogues on Energy webinar: the Hydrogen Mechanism 
Online, July 09, 2025 
More information here 
 
NEWS 
1. Research community urges the EU to preserve MSCA’s bottom-up approach 
European research organisations, led by Coimbra Group, EU-LIFE and YERUN, have issued 
a joint statement calling on the European Commission and Member States to preserve 
the bottom-up structure of the Marie Skłodowska-Curie Actions (MSCA). The statement 
responds to a proposal to introduce directionality in the 2026–2027 Work Programme by 
steering project calls toward predefined areas. 
 
The signatories stress that MSCA’s success lies in its openness to all fields and topics, driven 
by scientific excellence and the most promising researchers regardless of their country of origin. 
Imposing thematic restrictions risks narrowing the scope of innovation and limiting 
opportunities for early-career researchers. 

• More information here 
 
2. ViroiDoc Open Call for PhD positions in Italy 
Call for two positions in Italy to be open this summer. 
The new employment law came into force in Italy, providing a basis for open vacancies. 
ViroiDoc will soon be able to publish an open call for the two positions for Doctoral 
Candidates (DC) at the CNR-IPSP, Italy, in cooperation with the Università degli Studi di 
Bari Aldo Moro (UNIBA-DiSSPA). 

• DC7 in Italy: IRP Dissection of viroid pathogenesis through omics and phenotyping 
approaches 

• DC8 in Italy: IRP Identification and characterization of novel infectious circular viroid-
like RNAs in hosts belonging to different kingdoms  

 
The opening of the call is expected to be in July and the deadline for applications is expected 
to be in September 2025. 

• More information here 
 
 
  

https://mariecuriealumni-eu.zoom.us/meeting/register/dwZrefOQS9mtDfjRNMsQZw
https://sbra.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e6e6edab27aee286b10f651f9&id=77b26cb3fd&e=03c94cb333
https://www.the-guild.eu/publications/statements/joint-statement-on-msca-directionality_final.pdf
https://www.the-guild.eu/news-and-blog/news/2025/research-community-urges-the-eu-to-preserve-msca%E2%80%99s.html?utm_source=The+Guild+newsletter+%26+updates&utm_campaign=6a170b0de2-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2025_06_23_03_35&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-6a170b0de2-182511462
https://www.gazzettaufficiale.it/atto/vediMenuHTML?atto.dataPubblicazioneGazzetta=2025-06-06&atto.codiceRedazionale=25G00087&tipoSerie=serie_generale&tipoVigenza=originario
https://www.viroidoc.eu/b/viroidoc-open-call-for-phd-positions-in-italy
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PUBLISHED PLANS AND PUBLIC CONSULTATIONS 
European Commission published plans (calls for evidence) areas of European policy:  

• Citizens energy package - protecting and empowering consumers in the just transition  
• Fertilising Products Regulation - evaluation 

The European Commission has opened public consultations in the following areas: 
• The new Action Plan on the implementation of the European Pillar of Social Rights 
• EU Civil Society Strategy 

 
PUBLICATIONS 
 

• EU humanitarian air under remote management: Can save lives, but there are 
weaknesses in the approach 

• How do energy prices and uncertainity affect climate investment by European firms? 
• Monitoring industrial ecosystems: Health 
• Annual management and performance report for the EU budget 
• Review of bycatch prevention and mitigation measures for sturgeons 
• Annual management and performance report for the EU budget: Financial year 2025 
• US digital asset strategy and the European response 
• How to develop a Sustainable Energy and Climate Action Plan (SECAP) 
• Market study on competition in online payments: Final report  
• Climate-related financial disclosures of the ECB's non-monetary policy portfolios 
• Knowledge gaps in the wind energy technology supply chain 
• Organized crime and banks: Assessing the effects of anti-mafia police actions on 

lending 
SHARE 2.0 community of practice on innovation: Ideas paper on digitalisation as a 
source of competitiveness in the sport sector 

https://sbra.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e6e6edab27aee286b10f651f9&id=ffcd9a9a69&e=03c94cb333
https://sbra.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e6e6edab27aee286b10f651f9&id=42657c9919&e=03c94cb333
https://sbra.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e6e6edab27aee286b10f651f9&id=fccafc7c60&e=03c94cb333
https://sbra.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e6e6edab27aee286b10f651f9&id=7039f3e7a8&e=03c94cb333
https://sbra.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e6e6edab27aee286b10f651f9&id=d5a4a25ccf&e=03c94cb333
https://sbra.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e6e6edab27aee286b10f651f9&id=d5a4a25ccf&e=03c94cb333
https://sbra.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e6e6edab27aee286b10f651f9&id=2e37afe4be&e=03c94cb333
https://sbra.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e6e6edab27aee286b10f651f9&id=25494c411e&e=03c94cb333
https://sbra.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e6e6edab27aee286b10f651f9&id=2f94b300f8&e=03c94cb333
https://sbra.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e6e6edab27aee286b10f651f9&id=db4f5517cc&e=03c94cb333
https://sbra.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e6e6edab27aee286b10f651f9&id=6d7e6cf985&e=03c94cb333
https://sbra.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e6e6edab27aee286b10f651f9&id=b861dcaa4f&e=03c94cb333
https://sbra.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e6e6edab27aee286b10f651f9&id=50522beb41&e=03c94cb333
https://sbra.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e6e6edab27aee286b10f651f9&id=4b9ce6cac7&e=03c94cb333
https://sbra.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e6e6edab27aee286b10f651f9&id=ec5ee58cbc&e=03c94cb333
https://sbra.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e6e6edab27aee286b10f651f9&id=f9553cd504&e=03c94cb333
https://sbra.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e6e6edab27aee286b10f651f9&id=4d949b59e9&e=03c94cb333
https://sbra.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e6e6edab27aee286b10f651f9&id=4d949b59e9&e=03c94cb333
https://sbra.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e6e6edab27aee286b10f651f9&id=4d1ae38aee&e=03c94cb333
https://sbra.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e6e6edab27aee286b10f651f9&id=4d1ae38aee&e=03c94cb333

